
The Greatest Jazz Guitar Secret of All Time 
(The fastest, easiest way to play jazz guitar) 

By Claude Johnson 
 
 
This report is going to reveal what I consider to be the number one secret to being able to 
quickly and easily learn the art of jazz guitar.  Now, you should know that I am not by 
any means, the word’s greatest jazz guitarist.  However, I have studied under some great 
players, and I am passing on their wisdom you.   
 
I am what you would call, a “normal guitarist”.  Most of my guitar playing career has 
been spent playing ordinary rock and roll, blues, and the like.  However, using this secret, 
I was able to also play jazz that people absolutely love to hear!  In fact, after I started 
playing some jazz, people would say “Wow, Claude.  You really got so much better on 
the guitar”. 
 
Ok, so now I’m going to reveal the secret, explain it, and give you a few pointers on how 
it can work for you. 
 
And, the secret is…. (drum roll please)…. 
 
Learn to play jazz standards.  Wow.  How simple and profound. 
 
By “jazz standards”, I mean those tried-and-true, best of the best, quintessential jazz 
songs.  You see, you can learn tons about theory, technique, chords, chord substitutions, 
soloing concepts, whatever… All of it is meaningless and in a vacuum unless you have 
some real songs to use it with. 
 
On the other hand, if you learn to play a jazz tune, all the jazz magic is already built into 
that tune.  You don’t need to worry about crazy chord substitutions.  You don’t need to 
worry about writing something creative.   
 
Now, I don’t need 2 whole pages to tell you a secret that I can explain in 1 paragraph.  
However, I like to spell out for you some additional things you’ll need to know to start 
playing jazz. 
 
Ok, so we know that we can play some amazing jazz guitar by not trying to reinvent 
wheel and just playing the best songs of all time.  Now what?  We need to know what 
songs to choose and how to play them.  How do we get started? 
 
Let’s break this down into rhythm and melody.  The first thing to do is probably to learn 
the basic chord progression.   This is easy to do if you know how to put together jazz 
chords.   
 
If you’re only used to playing rock or blues, however, this could be a little tricky because 
we have to know the proper voicings and shapes to use. 
 



But once we have our jazz-approved chord shapes, then we are pretty much set with the 
chords.  Then, it is a matter of proper rhythm playing.  In jazz terms, this is called 
“comping” – which is short for “accompanying”.   
 
Again, there are differences between jazz and other more simple musical styles like rock 
or country.  There isn’t so much “strumming” going on, and instead we have to learn to 
hit the accents and play with a little bit of “punch” and syncopation.   
 
What this means is that we are spicing up the basic rhythm with some offbeat type 
patterns. 
 
Ok, so after we can “comp” our way through a chord progression, what’s next? 
Next, we need to learn what is called “chord melody”.  In this style of playing, 
we are still playing the basic chord progression as an underlying base, but on top of that, 
we are adding melody notes. 
 
The result is that we can clearly hear the melody of the song, and we are providing the 
harmonic background for that melody at the same time.  This is where the magic 
happens.   
 
This is why people thought I was suddenly so great on the guitar – because 
I was playing 2 parts at the same time and it sounded amazing.  It wasn’t  because I was 
so talented, but instead because I was reproducing the sounds and melodies of 
some of the best jazz songs ever written. 
 
The trick is knowing exactly how to play these 2 parts at the same time.   
 
Another aspect of jazz guitar, is of course, improvising.  This can get a little tricky if 
you’re not sure what you are doing because it may involve a combination of playing in 
scales, playing with arpeggios, using modal ideas, and so on.  In addition, you have to 
know how and when a jazz tune switches keys. 
 
Now, don’t let all this scare you.  I have a great solution for you.  One final big secret to 
learning anything is to get shortcuts from people who have “been there, done that”.  
That’s why I put together the “Real Easy Jazz Guitar Course” with pro jazz player and 
instructor Clay Moore. 
 
For a fraction of the cost of private lessons, you’ll get definitive answers to all the 
“nagging” questions that you don’t know about jazz guitar.  Exactly what tunes you 
should learn, how to learn them, how to comp, how to put together chord melodies, how 
to deal with complex chords, what voicings to use, how to know when a song is 
switching keys, how to solo… And, how to have a blast learning some killer jazz guitar 
in record time.   
 

Please check it out – I think you’ll love it: 
www.RealEasyJazz.com/main.php 

 

http://www.realeasyjazz.com/main.php



